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Ifreat etertions for an individual to pro- 
<ure the necessaries «f life. How dread- 
ful then must be the situation of a rising 
family ! And such is the general distress, 
that of a population of about 30,000, up- 
W4rd9 of 1200 f^ilies, who formerly sup- 
ported themselves by their own industry, 
«■« reduced to the sad necessity of re» 
eeiving precarious and temporary assis- 
tance from their humane and more wealthy 
neighbours. 

" That the present calamity, though 
first felt by the manufacturers and opera- 
tives, has not been con6aed to them alone, 
but has extended to almost every rank and 
firofession, involving in ruin many respect- 
ably individuals of large capital. Bank- 
ruptcy has succeeded bankruptcy to such 
«ri alarming extent, as nearly to destroy 
all confidence between manufacturer and 
merchant. That the present depressed 
state of our manufactures is chiefly owing 
to the exclusion of our. commerce from 
the Continent of Europe, and the stop, 
page of our trade with America, in con- 
sequence of our orders in council, and the 
blockading system ; and until more liberal 
and enlightened measures are adopted by 
Government, we cannot see any prospect 
of an end being put to our just com- 
plaints. 

" That the present mode of returning 
members to your honourable house, bv 
such a small part of the population, is 
the primary cause of the evils which this 
country labours under, as it destroys that 
«onnection which ought to exist between 
the people and the representation. 

" 'I'hat a full, fair, and free representa- 
tion of the people in parliament is abso- 
lutely necessary, not only to give energy 
to the state, but confidence to tlie people, 
who, being restored to that place,and those 
privileges in the constitution, to which 
they are well entitled, wouldcheerfully sub- 
mit to the sacrifices they which might be 
called upon to make, in order to preserve 
the independence, and promote the wel- 
fare of their country. Your petitioners 
therefore humbly pray, that it may please 
your honourable house to address his Roy- 
al Highness the Prince Regent, beseech- 
ing him to dismiss the present ministers 
from his Councils, and restore "unto the 
nation, the blessings of peace. And your 
petitioners earnestly entreat, that your 
honourable house would take into your 
serious consideration the present alarming 
state of the country, and adopt such mea- 
sures as may in your wisdom appear best 
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calculated to afibrd relief^ and your pe 
titioners as in duty bound shall ever pray.' 

Resolved, That the Honourable Archi- 
bald Spiers, the county member, be re- 
quested to present the address and petition. 

Resolved, That the address and peti- 
tion be published in The Glasgow Chronicle 
and Courier^ and in The Statesman^ I.ondon 
Newspaper. 

JAMES DAVIES, Chairman. 
JOHN M'NAOOHT, Secretary. 

MEETING or PROJESTANT DISSENTERS. 

At a numerous and most respectable 
meeting of Protestant Dissenters of various 
denominations, and other friends to Reli- 
gious liberty, residing in difFereiit parts of 
the United Empire, held at the London 
tavern, Bishopsgate-street, on the 15th of 
May, 1811, Samuel Mius, esq., Chair- 
man, the following Resolutions were agreed 
t»:— 

1. That this meeting believe that there 
are at least two millions of Protestant 
Dissenters in the kingdom of England and 
Wales, including persons of opulent for- 
tunes, high literary attainments, and ac- 
tive benevolence ; that their exertions have 
contributed to promote industry, know- 
ledge, good morals, social order, and pub- 
lic prosperity ; that they are not inferior 
to any fellow subjects in fervent love to 
their country, nor in ardent loyalty to 
their venerable Sovereign, whose early 
promise tp " preserve the toleration in- 
violate," has made an indelible impres- 
sion on their hearts, and that any means 
which might excite their discontent, and 
enfeeble their attachment, would therefore 
at any time, and especially at this period, 
be inconsistent with the national interest, 
and with wise and liberal policy. 

2. That although this meeting consider 
the right to worship God according 
to individual judgment as an inalien- 
right, superior to all social Regulations; 
and although they have long anticipated 
a period when all Penal- Laws for worship- 
ping God according to their consciences 
would be abolished, they have been un- 
willing to agitate the public mind for the 
attainment of their hopes, and presuming- 
that no persons would in this age venture 
to assail the Act of Toleration, after the 
ever memorable declaration of the king, 
tlicy have been content to regard if with 
grateful emotions, and to esteem it as an 
effectual protection from the recurrence of 
former persecutions. 

S. That the persons assembled at this 
Kkk 
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meeting hav« received with jreat anxiety 
the communications frequently made by the 
Right Hon. Lord Viscount Sidmouth,of his 
intention to propose legislative enactment' 
interfering with the laws refating to Pro- 
testant dissfiniers ; tjiat tfiey did hope 
the applications he has I'etreived, and the 
infdritiation communicated, would have 
prevented his perseverance ; but they ha'^e 
learned the disappdintment of their hopes, 
and have ascertained the provisions of the 
bill which he has at length introduced iof o 
parliament with extreme regret, and with 
painful apprehension. 

4. That this bitl declkres thdt atl the 
provisions relating to dissenting mi- 
nisters contained in the Tolerasion act, and 
In the subsequent act for their further re- 
lief, were intended to be limited 6nly to 
ministers of seperat'e congregations, and 
enacts, 1. That such ministers upon be- 
ing admitted to the peaceable possessioii 
and enjoyment of flie place of Au'nisters 
of a seperate congregation, may, on' a cer- 
tificate in writing, under the hands of se- 
veral substantial and reputable househol- 
ders belonging to such congregation, sign- 
al in tSe presence of some' ci'editabfe wit- 
ness, who is to make proof of their sig- 
natures upon oath at SI general sessions of 
the peace, be permitted fo take oaths and 
to sign the declaraftions previously requir- 
ed, and shair then, sind then oiify, du'tin^ 
fheir continuance as niinisters, of sijch se- 
perate congregation, be entitled to all the 
privileges and exemptions which the for- 
mer acts had conferred. 2. That any o- 
ther person who may desire to qualify 
himself to preach as a dissenting Minister, 
must procure several suhstantiaf afld repu- 
table householiJers, being dissejiters of the 
same sect, and of the sime congregation, 
to certify on their consciences, in writing, 
to his being a Protestant drsscntriig mi- 
nister of tJieir sect, and of the same con- - 
gregation, and to their individual, ind long 
knowledge of his sobriety of conversation, 
and to his ability and fitness to preiich ; 
and that such certificate must he proved 
as before stated, before he be permitted to 
take the oath and subscribe the declaratinn, 
Before he be exempt from the pains, pe- 
Salties anij punishments to wliich he would 
otherwise be fiable as a Dissenting Minis- 
ter, And S. That atiy person of sober life, 
and conversation admitted to preach on pro- 
bation to any sepefate congregation must 
produce a certificate from several dissent- 
ing Ministers who have taken the oath 
(to be aTso proved on catli at a general 



sessions,) of his life and conversation, ani 
to their long previous knowledge, before 
hf can be admitted to take the oaths an4 
subscribe the declaration, amd that he may 
then, during a limitW pisriod, to bespeei- 
JTedin the certificate, officiate i% a prola- 
tioner to any dissenting eongregation, and 
be durirtf a limited -penoi exempt frem 
prosecution and punishment f but neither 
of the two last-tnentiGned cfess of personi 
will be entitled to any privileges, or to th? 
eifemption» frorft offices conferred on dis- 
senting ministers by the Toleration act. 

5, That the jjrineipte assumed 4s the foun* 
datiOTi of the bill is incorrect. That the 
Toleration Act anthoristd any persons t© 
become Dfssentin^ ministers, who Conceiv- 
ed themselves to be called and qualified 
to preach, upon giving; security tO' th» 
state for their loyalty and christian ptin* 
ciplej, by taking" certain oaths, and by 
subscribing certain declarations, and not 
only previented their persc'cution under laws 
made in times less favourable to civil and 
relfgious liberty, but conceiving: their la- 
bours to be of pdblic utility, gi'Snted to 
them exemptions fi^om all f)iirochi:il office* 
and other duties wJiicb might interfer* 
with their more important exftlions — that 
such construction of the oath of Tolera- 
tion has been 'anctioned by the ,general 
ftactiee of a century,' and h.i» never beei» 
imprigned by any decision in a superiof 
court of law — and that if even Such con* 
sthictioB be incorrect, and legislative ex- 
position be required, such declaratory bill 
6nght to foUoi* the Intention of the only- 
act which has suhsequcstly passed'; and 
should extend, and not contract ; protect 
and not impair the relief afforded by th* 
former, ancient, and venerable statute. 

6. That the bill introduced into parlia* 
ment is not justified by any necessity, and 
will be highly injivrious-^tbat is is unne» 
cessary because the evils' presumed to re- 
sult fion the abuses of the existing law* 
by a few persons who may have impro- 
perlv taken the oaths required from dis» 
senting preaehers and teachers, do not ex- 
ist but to a most inconsiderable extent, and 
because the extension of atl such abuses 
has been anxieusly and would be eiTec- 
tually discountenanced by every class of 
Protestant Bissenters, and that it must be 
injurious, beeause it will introduce forms 
Unprecedented, inconvenient, or impracti- 
cahlc — will render itinerant preacher,:, 
students of ('iviiiity, ministers <:n proba- 
tion, and maiiv persons, to whose ardent 
j;icty aud tlisiultrested l»bours,mukiludei 
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Ve indebte4 for xeUgious instruction lia- 
ble to serve all civil offices ; and will ex- 
pose a^ ministers or the witnesses to the 
tertificHtfs to be harras^ by repeated ^t- 
«endapce at diffcTeut sessions, and to ca- 
{iricious examinatio,Q9 and ^llriiraitelj ex- 
pense, because by limiting the right of 
persons to become Dissenting Ministers in 
obedience to their consciences, it willim- 
pose new r^tnctions on toleration, and l>e- 
iaUse ii will create a precedent for fur- 
lure attempts at ev:en mo^re dangerous or 
fatal experiments against rdigious liberty. 

7. Tlifit although most reluctant to in- 
terference with politicifl affairs, they there- 
fore cannot regard the present attempt 
wit^ut peculiar sensations of alarm, and 
that veneration foj- their ancestors, regard 
to their posterity, riespect for rights which 
they can never abandon, and the sacjed 
obligations which they feel, will therefore 
compel them to disregard all doctrinal and 
ritual distinctions, ^hd to unite, by every 
legitimate effort, to prevent the pending 
Jfiil from passing into a law, and to op- 
pose tKe smallest diminution of the privi- 
leges secured by the act o.f Toleration. 

8. That, from the flolie declaration of 
■^he liberal-minded »ad illustrious Prince 
jp.egent of the Eiapi^, thatije will deliver 
«p the constitution unalterad to his r(?yaj 
Father, this meeting are <ncourage4 to in- 
dulge a confident "hope, that measures so 
innovating and injurious can never obtaii^ 
the sanction of his high authority, an^ 
ttat they also Tjejoice that it has not been 
introduced by his Majesty'* g;o,vernment, 
and that respectful .application be there- 
fore made to them for their wise and con- 
tinued protection. That a petition to the 
house of Lords against tKe bill be signed 
by all the persons present at this meetiiig^ 
and that ajl .congregations pf Prote^ant 
dissenters, and other friends to religious 
liberty throughout the Empire, be racom- 
xaended to present similar petitions ; and 
that a committee, consisting of persons re- 
•ident in London, a;id in the country, be 
appointed to effectuate these proceedings, 
and to adopt any measuxss they may deem 
expedient, to prevent the successful prose- 
cution of this bill ; and that each commit- 
tee may increase their number, and that 
any three m|;nibers be competent to act. 

9. That these r^sdutiojis be comihuuicat- 
•d by the committee now appointed to t)ie 
committee for guarding the privileges of 
the Methodists, and to the deputies and 
oiiiiisters of the cstfigiegatiuns of Protestiint 



dissenters of the three denoininatlpns in or 
near London ; and that their co-operation 
and assistance be respectfully invtt«d. 

10. That a subscription be entered into 
to defray the expences whicr. may be in- 
curred; and that frieuds to religious li- 
berty throughout thi Empire be invited to 
contribute ; and that sjich subscription be 
appropriated at the discretion of the com- 
mittee. 

11. That subscriptions be received by 
Messrs. Robarts, Curtis, and Co. Lom- 
bard-street ; and Sir James Esdaile and Co. 
Lonlbard street. 

12. That Thomas ^ellatt, esq. of Iron.- 
mongers'-hall, and John Wilks, esq. ' of 
Hoxton-square, be solicited to act as joint 
secretaries to tha committee. 

i$. That the acknowledgements of this 
meeting be presented to the gentlemen by 
wAom it was convened, for the vigilanc* 
meritoriously displayed, and for their 
piroropt attention to every attempted in- 
fringement of the invaluable and long es- 
tablished rights of the Protestant dis- 
senters. 

14. That this meeting present their ar- 
d«nt thanks to th* Chairman, for the at- 
tachment to reJieibus liberty which he has 
displayed, by consenting to preside on this 
occasion, and for the attention and ability 
which he has manifested. 

1 5. That their thanks be also presented 
J. Wilks, esq. for the ability and zeal which 
be has manifested as temporary secretary, 
and for his eloquent and useful exertions 
at this meeting. 

16. That these resolutions be published 
in the Newspapers, signed by the Chair- 
man, and that measures be adopted by the 
committee, necessary to give them requi- 
site publicity. 

Samuel Milcs, Chairman. 

At a general meeting of the Deputies 
appointed for supporting the CiviJ Rights of 
Protestant Dissenters, held at the King's 
Head Tavern, in the Poultry, London, 
the 15th of May, 1811, 

WmiAM Sm<t«, esq. M.P. in the Chair. 

Resolved, That liberty of conscience, 
comprehending the freedom of public as- 
semblies for religious worship and instruc- 
tion, in sttcb forms, and under such teachers 
as men sha)i for themselves approve, is the 
jnalicnable right of all ; in the peaceable 
exercise of which they are not justly con- 
troulable by the civil magistrate. 

ReBolvecl, That this liberty has been 
generally recognized in tlie practice of the 
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British government, since the sra of the 
revolution, under the construction of the 
statute commonly called the toleration act. 
Thus whatever may have been the letter 
of the law, the spirit of toleration has been 
extended, and large portion of religious li- 
berty actually enjoyed. 

Resolved, That we have beheld with 
great concern a bill lately brought into 
parliament, designed as appears to us, to 
abridge such religious liberty, and 
having a tendency to deprive the low- 
er classes of the community of those 
opportunities which they have so long 
enjoyed, to attend public worship and re- 
ligious instruction under teachers of thejr 
own choice. 

Re olved. That as deputed by large 
and respectable bodies of protestant dis- 
senters to attend to their civil rights, it 
becomes our bounden duty immediately 
to protest against the priuciple of such a 
measure, and to point out the unjyst and 
vexatious operation of the aforesaid bill, 
as now brought into parliament. 

Resolved, That a petition against the 
said bill, grounded on the principles of the 
foregoing resolutions, be signed by the 
members of this mealing, and presented to 
the legislature. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolu- 
tions be sigued by the chairman, and in- 
serted in all the public papers. 

Wm. Smith, Chairmaq. 

LIERART, REt>-CR0S8 STREET, 

May 16, 1811. 

At a numerous Meeting of the General 
•Body of Protestant Dissenting- Ministers 
of the three denominations, residing in 
and about the cities of London and West- 
minster, regularly summoned to deliberate 
on the means of opposing the bill intro 
dnced Into the house of Lords by viscount 
Sidmouth, which has a tendency to nar- 
row the provisions of the toleration act, 
the following resolutions were unanimous- 
ly adopted : — - 

1. That the right of peaceably assem- 
bling for the purpose of religious worship 
and public instruction, according to the 
dictates of our own consciences, belongs 
to us as men, as Christians, and as mem- 
bers of civil society ; that this right ought 
not to be abridged or controled by any 
secular authority ; and that we cannot 
eoiiseut to the ^f'^nation or surrender of 



it without criminality on our part, disre 
spect to the memory of those from whom 
we have, under providence, received it, 
and Injury to the best interests of our de- 
scendants and successors, to whom it is 
our duty, as ii^ as we are able, to transmit 
it inviolate. 

9. That this right has been recognized 
and maintained, from the revolution to the 
present day, partly by a liberal construc- 
tion of the toleration act, and panly by 
the protection of the illustriijus Princes 
of the hsuse of Brunswick ; and that it 
would betray a want of confidence in the 
favour of our sovereign, in the justice of 
tiie legislature, and in the spirit of the 
times, to submit to any proposed restric- 
tions of this right in pasiilve silence. 

3. That as faithful and loyul subjects, 
attached to the civil constitution of our 
country, and desirous of contributing to 
that tranquillity and union on which its 
permanence and prosperity very much de- 
pend, we cannot forbear expressing our 
regret, that any measures should be pro- 
posed which have a tendency, by abridg- 
ing our liberty as protestant dissenters, 
and restraining the exerc'sp of social wor- 
ship among those with \vhom we are con- 
nected, to excite dissatisfaction and dis- 
content at the present interesting crisis ; 
and more especially at a lime when we had 
reason to hope that our liberty would 
have been enlarged, instead of being re- 
strained ; though we are peaceably wait- 
ing for the period in which this happy 
event shall tike place, and penal laws no 
longer have any operation in the province 
of religion. 

4. That the bill now introduced into 
the house of Lords appears to us inconsis- 
tent with the uniriolested liberty which 
we have long thankfully enjoyed ; repug- 
nant to our principles and profession 
as protestant dissenters, who disavow the 
authprity of the civil magistrate in the 
'province of religion ; and imposing re- 
strictions which will b3 in various respects 
injurious and oppressive. 

5. That it is our duty, on our own be- 
half, and on behalf of our brethren, as 
well as with a view to the cause of reli- 
gious liberty in genef d, to make every 
constitutional effort in our pswer for pre- 
venting this bill from passing into a law ; 
and that fir this purpose a petition be 
presented from this body to the house of 
Pters. 

DAN. TAYLOR, Chairman. 



